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A Diſcour 'E of The aſl ff 


wile conſpiracie, attempted againit his 


Maieſties perſon ar Saint bolton ,vpon 
the fift any of Angaſt being Tueſday. 
1600. 


——— ==] Is Maicſtic having his reſt- 
Lilo WV 0/74, A &) dence at Falkland , and being 
dayly at the Bucke: hunting 
(as his vle is in that ſeaſon) 
vpon thefift day of eAwonft, 
being Tueſday, he raideout 
to the Parke, Letwoene xe 
and feauen of the clocke in 
he morning , the weather 
P) being wonderfull pleaſant 
A\):nd fcaſonable. But before 
© his Maieſty could leape on 
hoſe backs, his Highneſſe being now come downe by the E- 
uerie: allthebuntſmen with the hownds attendin o his Maic- 
Ni on the greene, and the Court making to their horſes, as his 
Highneſle ſelfe was : Maſter Alexander Ruthwen, ſecond bro- 
ther tothe late Earle of Gowrie, being then lighted in the towne 
of Falkland, haſted him faft downe to oucrtake his Maicſtie 
before his on-leaping, ashe did. Where meeting his High- 
neſle, after a very lowe curtelie, bowing his head vnder his 
Maieſties knec, (although he was neuer wont to makeſo lowe 
curtelie) drawing his Maieſtic aparte, hee beginnes to diſ- 
courſe vnto him {but with avery Eh countenaunce, his 


. 
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eyes euer fixed ypon the earth) how thatit chaunced Inmin 
the evening before, to be walking abroad about the fields, ta- 
king the awe ſol:tary alone , without the Towne of Saint 
Tohnſtoun, where his preſent dwelling with the Lord his bro. 
ther was, and there,by accident, affirmed to have recountred 
a baſe-like fellow, vnknowne to him, with a cloke caſt about 
his mouth : whome ashe enquired his name, and what his 
errand was to be paſſing in ſo ſolitarica parte, becingfrom all 
wayes : the fellow became on a ſodaine ſo amazed, and his 
tongue ſo faultred in his mouth, chat vppon his ſuſpicious 
behauiour he begunne more narrowly to looke vnto him and 
examine himand erceiuing that there appeared ſome thing 
to be hiddeynder bis cloke, he did caſt by the lappes of it, and 
ſo findes a great wide pot to be vnder his arme, all full of coy- 
ned Golde in great peeces, aſſuring his Maieſtie that it was 
1n very great quantity. Vponthe ſight wherof (as he affirmed) 
hee tooke backe thefellow with the burthen to the Towne, 
where he priuately, without the knowledge of any man, tooke 
the fellow, and bound him in a priuie derned houſe: and after 
locked many doores vppon him, and left him there and his 
pot with him, and had haſted himſelfe out offaint Tob»foun 
that day by foure houres in the morning , to make his Ma- 
ieſHeaduertiſed thereof, according to his bound dutie : ear- 
neſtly requeſting his Maieſtic with all diligence and ſecre- 
fie,that his Maieſtie might take order therewith, before any, 


know thereof : ſwearing and proteſting, that hehad yet con- 


cealed it fromall men : yea, fromthe Earle his owne brother. 
His Maieſties firſt anſwere was (after thanking him for his 
g00d will) thatit could not become his Maieſtic to meddle a- 
ny wayes in that matter , fince no mans treaſure that is a 
free and lawefull ſubieR, can by the lawe, appertaine vntothe 
King,exceptit befound hiddevnder the earth,as this was not; 
Whereunto he anſwered, that the fellow confeſſed ynto him 
that heewas going to haue hidde it vnder the ground, but | 
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Gowrles Conſpiracie. 
could not take leaſure at that time to. enquire any further 
of hm. Whereunto his Maiefticreplyed , that there was 
ercat difference betwixt a deede, and the intention of a 
deede : his intention to haue hidde it, not being alike as 
if it had beene found already hidde. Maiſter e-Lexanders 
anſwere was, that hee thought his Maieſtie ouer ſcrupu-. 
lous in ſuch a matter, tending ſo greatly to his Maieſties pro- 
fite : andthatifhis Maieſtie deferred to meddle with it, that 
it might be, that the Lord his brother , and other great men 
might meddle withit, and make his Maicſ{tie the more adoe. 
Whercuponthe King beginning to ſuſpe& that it had beene 
ſome forraine gold brought home by ſome Icluites for practi- 
ſing Papiſtes (therewith to ſtirre vp ſome newe (edition, as 
they have oftentimes done before) inquired of the ſaid maſter 
Alexander, what kinde of coyne it was, and what a fellowe 
he was that carried it. His anſwere was , that fo farre as hee 
could take leaſure to ſee of them, that they ſeemed to be for- 
Taine ſtrokes of coyne, and although the fellow , both by 
hislanguage and faſhions ſeemed to be a Scots fellow, yet he 
- could neverremember that he had ſeene him before, Thele 
ſpeaches increaſed his Maieſties ſuſpition, that it was for- 
raine coyne brought inby ſome prattifing Papiltes, and to 
be deſtributed into the Countrie, as is before ſaide- : And that 
the fellowe that catried it, was ſome Scots Prieſt, or Semina- 
ric fo diſguiſed, for the more ſure tranſporting thereof.  — _ 

Whereupon his Maielſty refolued that he would ſend bacie 
with the ſaide maiſter Alexander, aſeruant ofhis owne, with 
a warrant to the Prouoſt and Bailiffes of Saint /ob»{tonn, 
toreceiue both the fellowgnd the money at maiſter eAeran- 
ders hand, and after they had examined the fellow, toretaine 
him and the tregfure, ll his Maieſties turther pleaſure was 
knowne. i 

Whereatthe faide maiſter Alexander ſtirred maruelouſly: 
_. affirming and proteſting, that if cither the Lord his bro. 
| £6 ther, 


. Gowries Conſpiracie. 
ter, or the Bailiffes of the Towne were put on the coun- 
ſale thereof ': his Maieſtie would gette a very badde cont 
made to him of that treaſure, ſwearing that the great loue 
and aftcQtion hee bare vnto his Maicſtie, had made him 
to preferre his Maieſtie in this caſe, both vnto himſelfe and 
his brother. For the which ſervice hee humbly craved that 
recompence, that his Maicſty would take thepaines once to 
ride thither, that hee might be the firſt ſeer thereof himſfelfe : 
which being done, hee would remitte to his Maicfties owne 
honourable diſcretion, how farre it woulg pleaſe his Maicſhc 
to conſider vpon himfor that ſeruice. 

His Highneſfe being ſtricken in great admiration, both 
of the vncouthneſle of the tale, and of the ſtrange and ſtupide 
b-hauiour ofthe Reporter : andthe Court being already hore 
ſed, wondring at his Maieſties ſo long ſtay with that Gentle- 
man; the morning being ſo faire, .the game already found, 
andthe huntſimen fo long ſtaying in the ficlds on his Maie- 
ſhe : hee was forced to breake off,onely with theſe words, that 
hee could not now ſtay any longer from his ſporte,but that hee 
would conſider of the matter, and at the end of his chaſe,gqwe 
him a rcſolute anſwere, what order hee would take therein. 
Whereuppon his Maieſtie parted in haſte from him towards 
the place where the game was, 

Maiſter eAexanader parting from his Maieſtic very miſ- 
content , that indelayedly hee raide not to ſaint Tohnſtoun as 
hee deſired him : preteſting that his Maieſtie would not finde 
every.day ſuch a choife of hunting, as hee had offered tohim, 
and that hee feared that his Mateſties long delay and ſlowe- 


neſle of reſolution, would breede leafure tothe fellow, who _ 


was lying bound, tocry, or makeſuchdinne , as would dif< 
* appoynt the ſecrecic of that whole purpoſe, and make both 
thefellowe and the treaſure to be meddled with, before any 
word could come from his Maicſhe : as alſo,that his brother 


———— 


would miſſe him,in reſpe& of his abſencethat morning,w hich 
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Gowries Conſpiracie. | 
ifhis Maieſty had pleaſed 'to haſte, hee mighthaue preuented: 
arriuing there inthe time of his brothers-&the whole townes 
being at the ſermon : whereby his Maieſtie might haueta- 
ken ſuch ſecret order with that matter, as hee pleaſed, before 
their our-comming from the Church. But his Maieſtie, with- 
out any further anſwering him, leaping on horſe backe, and 
riding to the dogges, where they were beginning to hunt, the 
ſaide maſter Alexander [tayed (ill in that place where hee left 
his Maieſtie : and having two men with him, appointed by 
the Earle his brother, to carry backe vnto him the certayne 
newes in all halie, of his Maieſties comming ( as heereafter 
more particularly ſhal.in this ſame diſcourſe be declared.) 

Hee dircted the one of them called eLndrew Hender/on, 
Chamnberlaine to the ſayde Earle , to ride in all haſte cothe 


Erle, commaunding him, as hee loued his brothers honour, 


| thathee ſhould not ſpare for ſpilling of his horſe, and that hee 


ſhould aduertiſe the Earle, that hee hoped to mooue his Maie- 
{tie to come thither,and that hee ſhould not yet looke for him, 
the ſpace of three houres thereafter, becauſe of his Maicſtics 
hunting , adding theſe wordes : Pray my Lord my brother 
to prepare the dinner for vs. But his Maieſtie was no ſooner 
ridden vppe toalittle Jull aboue the little woodde, where the 
dogges wcre laide on inhunting : but that notwithſtanding 
the pleaſant beginning of the chaſe , hee could not ſtay from, 


. muſing and wondering vpponthenewes. Whereupon with- 


out making any body acquainted with this purpoſe, finding 
Iehn Neſmith Chirurgi-n , by chance riding beſide him, his 
Maieſtie direed him backe, to bring maiſter Alexander with 
him : who-being brought vnto his Maieſticz and having new- 
ly dizeCted,as faide ts, onic of his men that was with him backe 
tomy Lord has brother, his maieſtic vaknowing or fuſpeR- 
ing that any man huing had come with him, then tolde him 
that he had beene aduifing with himſelfe, and in refpeR ofhis 
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'Gowries Conſpiracit. 
for thatarrand inhis owne perſon, how foone the chaſe was- 
ended, which was already begunne. Tike as his maieſbe, 
vpponthe yery ending of theſe wordes, did ride away inthe 
chaſe, the ſaid maiſter Alexander following him at his backes 
noothercreature being with his Highneſle, buthee, and /obx 
Hamilton of Grange , one of his Maicſtics Maſter-ſtablers, 
thereſt of the Court being all beforein the chaſe , his Maie- 
ſlic onely being caſt backevpon the ſtaying to ſpeake with 
maſter Alexander, as is before ſaid. Ik | 
| The Chaſe laſted from about ſeauen of the clocke in 
the morning, yntill eleuen, and more, becing one of the 
ercateſt and foreſt chaſes that ever his maieſty was at 5 all 
which time the ſayde maiſter 4/exanger was (for the moſt 
part) euer at his Maieſties backe, as is ſayd. But there neuer 
was any ſtopin the chaſe, orſoſmalla delay, that the ſayde 
maſter e-Alexander omitted toround his Maieſtie, erneſtly.re- 
quelting him to haſtenthe end ofthe hunting, that he might 
ride theſooner to faint Tohn-ffoun. So as at the death of the 
Bucke, his Maieſty , not ſtaying vpon the curry of the Diere, 
(as his vſcis ) ſcarce'y tooke time to gt, rang ons 
comming ofafreſh horſe to ride on, the greatnes of theichaſe 
hauing wearied his horſe. © WP 
Butthe ſaid maſter A/exander would not ſuffer the King | 
toſtayin the parke where the Bucke was killed, while his 
freſh horſe, which was already ſent for , was brought out of | 
the equery tohim , (alchought it wasnot twoflight ſhot off 
betwixte the parte where the Bucke was killed, and his 
Maiefties equery :) but with very importunity forced his 
maieſty to leape on agayne vponthat ſame horſe , that he had 
hunted all the day vpon, his Feſh horſe being made to gallop 
a mile of the way to ouertake him : his Mateſtie not ſtayin 


ſomuch as vpon his ſword, nor whilethe Duke and the Earla 
of Harre, with diverſe other Gentlemen in his company 
had changed their horſe : Onely ſaying ynto them, thathee 
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was to tide to ſaint-Jebn-ſforrn to ſpeake with the earle of Gow- 
re, and that hewould bepreſcntly backe againe before even. 
Whereyppon ſome of the Court gailopped backe ts 
Falkeland as taft as they coulde, to chaunge their horſe, but 
could not. overtake his Miieſtic , vntill hee came within 
foure miles of ſaint [hn ffloun. Others rode forward with 
their horſe , wearied as they were, whercof ſome were com- 
pelled to alight by the way , and had they notbethrefreſhed 
their ho:ſes, fedthem,and giuen them ſome graſle by the way, 
| they had notcarried themnto S. lohnſtonur. The cauſe of his Ma- 
ieltics ſervants folowing fo faſt, vndefired by him , was one- 
ly grounded vpon aſuſpitionthey had conceiued that his Ma- 
ielhties intention of riding, was for the apprehenſion of the ma» 
ſter of O/ephane, one who. had late laide downe a vile and 
* prowd oppreſhonin Argw.: For ER the which, they 
 thoght his Maicſtic had ſome purpoſefor his apprehenſion. 

| - But the ſaydemaiſter eMexander ſeeing the Duke and the 
Earle of ar, with diverſe of the court, getting freſh horſe for 
following of his Maicftic,carneſtly deſired him, that he would 
publiſh to his whole traine, that ſince he wasto returne the 
fame evening, asis aforeſaide, they needed not to folow him, 
eſpecially that he thought it meeteſt his Maieſtic ſhould ſtay 
the duke and the earle of far to folow him,and that he ſhould 
onely take three orfoure of his owne ſeruants with him, affir- 
ming, that if any noble man followed: him, he could not an- 
ſwere for it, but that they would marre that whole purpoſe. 
Whereupon his Maicſtie halfe angry, replied, that he would 
not. miſtruſt the Duke nor the earle of Afar in a greater purs 
| poſe than that,and that hee could not vnderſtand what hinde- 

rance any man could makein that errand. :- © - 
_., But theſe laſt ſpeeches' of maiſter Alexanders, madethe 
 _ King beginneto ſuſpeR whatit ſhould meane : whereupon 
_ . many and ſundry thoughts beganne to enter into the Kings 
. mind: yethis Maicſtiecould ncuer "ind any harme co be 
F | | inten- 
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et  Gowries Conſpiracte. 
\. Intended againſt his Highneſfe by that yoong Gentleman, 
with whom his maieſtic had becne fo well acquainted, as he 
had, not long before, been'in ſuite to be'one of the Gentlemen 
of his Chamber : ſo as, the fartheft that the Kings ſuſpition 
couldreach to,'was, that it might be butthe Earle his brother 
| had handled himſo hardly,thatthg yong Gentleman, being of 
a high ſpirite, hadtakenfſuch di; loalire, as hee was become 
ſon.ewhat befide himſelfe, which his maieſtie comeRured, as 
well by his raiſed and vncouth ſtaring,and continuall penſiue. . 
nefle all the time ofthe huntingzas likewife , by fuch ſtrange 
| forte of vnlikely difcoutles, as are already mentioned. | 
'  Whereuppon the King tooke ding to make the Duke 
of Lenox acquaintedwith the whole purpoſe, enquiring of 
him very earneſtly what hee knew of that yong Gentlemang 
nature, being his Levis in lawe:andif hee had perceiued him 
tobe ſubic& to any high apprehenſion, his maieſty declaring 
his ſuſpition plainely to the ſaid Lord Duke, that hee thought 
him not well ſettled in his wittes : alwayes defiring wy Lord 
Duke notto faile to accompany him into that houle,where the 
_alleadged fellowand treaſure was. te 
The Lord' Duke wondered much atthatpurpoſe, and 
chought ic very vnlikely : yet he affirmed, that he could neuer 
perceive any fuch appearancein that Gentlemans inclination. 
But maiſter A/exander perceiving his mateſties privie confe» 
nce withthe Duke, and ſuſpeRing the purpoſe as it' appec- 
ted, came tothe King, requeſting his maieſtievery earneftly; 
/ © hee ſhould makenone living acquainted with-that patpoſle, 
-  nox ſiffernone to'goe with his maieſhe-wherc he ſhould'tony 
voy hin, but himſelf only, vntil his maicſtie had onceſeene the 


gaueanfwer,that he was no good teller of money, & behovued _/ 
_ plieway, that heewould ſuffer none to ſee it but his maicſties - 
 fofathefirſ bucakermardshe might clinwbom hepleated: | 
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fellow and the treafure:whereunto hismateſtic halfe laughingy, © 
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Theſe ſpe:ches did fo increa'e his ſuſpition , that then hee 
beganne dreRly to ſuſpeR ſome treaſonable deuiſe.- Yet ma» 


ny {ufpitions and thoughts overwacIning one eucry one an« 


: . oi . O , | - . . 
other in tis minde, his maicſtte could reſolue vpon no cerraine 


th:ng, but rode further on his 1ourney , betwi:.t truſt and di- 
ſtruſt, being aſhamed to ſeem to ſuſpeR,in reſpe of the clean- 
nefſc of bis Maieſties owne conſcience, except he had found 
{ume greater gro-nd. Miſter eLexander (Ull preaſtng the 
King to ride faſter, though his owne horſe was ſcarcely able 
to keepe company with the King for wearines, hauing ridden 
with him all the chaſe before. The King being come two: mile 
from Falkelana, maiſter «Alexander ſtayed mitile behinde the 
King inthe way, andpoſtcd away theocher ſeruant e-4narew 
Rathwento the Earle his brother, aduertifing him how farre 


the King was on his way to come thither . Then howeſoone 


focuerthe King came within a mile of /ohnſtour, hee ſaide to 


his Maieſtie,that he would polt in before,to aduertiſe the earle 
his brother of his Maicſties comming:who at his incomming 
to him, was ſitting atthe midſt of his dinner, neuer ſeeming 
to take knowledge ofthe Kinzs comming, till his brother told 
it him, notwithſtanding that twoo of his ſeruants had aduer- 
tiſed him thereof before. And immediately vpon his brothers 
report, riſing inhaſtefrom the boord, and warning al theſcr-. 
uants and friends to accompanie him to meete his Maieſtic, 
who met him with three or foure ſcore men, at the endof the 
Inſhe, his Maieſties whole traine, not exceeding the number 


of fifteene perſons, and all without any kinde of armour, ex- 


_ cept ſwords, no not ſo much as daggersor whingears. His 


Maieſtie ſtayed an houre after his comming to thefaide Earles 

lodgingin Saint /ohnftoun before his dinner came in. The 
longſomneſle of preparing the ſame,and badnes of thecheere, 
being excuſed vponthe ſodaine comming of his Maicſtic va+ | 


, : 
$ 


looked for there. 


- * Duringwhichtime, his Maieſtic enquired of maiſter 4- 
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Gowries Conſpiracie. 
lexander,, when it was time for him to goe to that private 
houſe, about that matter whereof he had informed. him : who 


anſwered that all was ſure enough-,' but that there was no 
haſte yetfor an hovre, tilltheKing had dinedat]-tfure. Pray- 


ing his Maieſty to leaue him,and not to be ſecneto raund with * 


him before his Brother, who hauing miſſed him that morn- 
ing, mightthereyppon ſuſpe& what the matter ſhould meane. 
Ther: ore his maieſtie addreſſed him to the Earle, and di(- 
courſed with him vpon ſundry matters, but could get no di. 
re anſwer of him, but halfe words,and imperfc& ſentences, 
His maieltie being ſet downe to his dinner, the ſaide Earle 
ſtood very penſive, and with a deieCted countenance at th'end 
of his mateliies table, oft rounding over his ſhoulder, one 
while to one of his ſeruants, and another while to another:and 
ofttimes went out and in to the chamber: Which forme of bes 
hauiour he likewiſe kept before the kings fitting downeto din- 


ner : but without any welcoming of his maicſtie, or any othcr 


heartic forme of entertainment. The noblemen and gentle- 
men of the Court that were with his maicſtie ſtanding about 
the table;and not defiredto dine(as the vic is when his maieſty 


1s once ſet:downe, and his firſt ſeruice brought vp) vntill his 


maicſtichadalmoſt dined. At which time the Earle conucyed 
them forth to their dinner, but fate not downe with themhir« 
ſelf-(as the common maner is)but came backe and ſtood (il-nt 
atthe end of the Kings table,as he did before : which his maie- 
ſtie perceiving, began to entertaine the Earle in a homely ma- 
ner, wondring he had not remained to dine with his gueſts,and 
entertainethemthere. » | 

_ His Maieſtie being ready toriſe from the table, and all his 


ſeruantsin the hall at their dinner, mailter e f/exander ſtand- 


ing behiode his waicſties backe , pulled quietly vppon him; - 


roundingin his maieſtieseare, that it was time: to foe; but 


thathe wovld faine h:ue bene quit ofthe Earle his brother, 
Wiſhing the King co ſend him out into the hall, cocntertame 
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- hisgueſts : wherevpon the King called for drinke, and in a- 


merry and homely maner ſaid cothe Earle, that although the 
Earle had ſeene the faſhion ofentertainement in other coun- 
tries, yet he would teach him the Scottiſh faſhion, ſeeing hee 
wasa Scottiſh man : and therefore ſince hee had forgotten to 
drinke to his wateſtic, or fit with his gueſts and entertaine 
them, his maicſtie would drinke to him his owne welcome, 
dcſiring him to take it forth and drinke to thereſt ofthe com- 


pany, and in his maieſties name to make them welcome. 


| Whereupon as he went foorth, his maieſtic roſe from the t1- 


ble, and defired miiſter «Alexander to bring Sir Thomas Er- 
thine with him : who deſiring the King to goe forward with 
him, and promiſing that he ſhould make any one or twoo fol- 
low him that hepleaſed to call for , defiring his maieſte to 
commaund publikely that none ſhould follow him. Thus 
the King accompanied onely with the ſaide maiſter Alexan- 
der, comes forth of the Chamber, paſſeth through the end of 
the hall, whcre the Noblemen and his maieſties ſeruantes 
were fitting at their dinner, vpa turne-pecke, and throveh | 
three or foure Chambers, the ſaide maiſter Alexander ever 
locking behinde him every doore as he paſſed : nnd then with 
a more{miling countenance than he had all the day before, c- 
uer ſaying, he had him ſure and ſafe enough kept : yntill 2 
thelaſt, his maieſty paſting through three or foure ſundrie 
hovfſes, and all the doores locked behinde him, his maieſtie 
entred intoa little ſtudy , where hee ſaw ſt:nding with a ve- 


ry abaſedcounten:unce, not a bondman, but a freeman, with 


adagger athis girdle. But his maicſtie had no. ſooner centred 
intothat lttle ſtudy , and maiſter Alexander with! him, but 


\ - maiſter »Alexander locked the ſtudy doore behind him , and 


atch:tinſtant changing his countenaunce, | puttivg his hatte 


/. . oenhishead, and drawing the dagger from that other mans 


\rrdle, held the-poynt ofit tothe Kings breaſt; -avowing Now 


=, 


'  FhartheKing behoouedto beighigwill-;+ ahd-vſed as hce ſt: 
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 Gowries Con  fPIracie. 
{xvcaring wary bloody oths, thatif the King cryed one word: 


. 


or opened a window to looke out;that dagger thouldpreient- 


iv goetahis heart : affirming, that he was (ure, that nowe the 


| Kings conſcience was burthened for murthering his father: - 


His maieſty wondring at {o ſodaine an altcration, and {tand- 
ing naked , without any kinde of armour but his hunting 
horne, which he had not gotteniciſure to lay from him, be- 
twixt theſe two Traitors which had conſpired his life:the ſaide 
maiſter A/exanaer ſtanding (as is (aide) witha dagger in his 
hand, and his {word at his fide: butthe other trembling & qua- 
king, rather like one condemned, than an exccutioner of fuch 
an enterpriſe. 


His maieſtie begun then to dilateto the ſaid waiſter Alexane 


aer, how horrible a thing it was for him' to meddle with his 


maieſties innocent blood, aſſuring him it would not be vnres» 
enged, fince God had given him children and good ſubieQts, 

andif they neither, yet God would raiſc vp ſtocks and ſtones 
to punith ſo vilea deede. 

Proteſting befare God, that he had no burthen in his con« 
ſcience for the execution of his father : both in reſpe& that at 
the time of his fathers execution, his maieſtie was but a mimor 
of age, and guided atthat time by afaion which over-ruled 
both his mateſtie, and the reſt of the country : as alſo that what. 
ſever was done to his Father, it was done by the ordinay 
courſe of Law and Iuſtice. 

App:aling the ſaide maiſter Alexander vpon his conſcience 
how well he at all times ſince had deſerued at the hands of all 


his race, not only hauing reſtored them to all their lands. and- 


dignitics, but aiſo in nouriſhing & bringing vp oftwoor three 
of his ſiſters, asit werein his owne boſome, by a continual at» 
tendance vppon his maieſties deereſt bedfollow in her privie 
chamber. -- : 141 0Y Bots Bad * 

Laying alfo before him, theterrorsof his conſcience, eſp*- 


cially,that hemade profeſſion, according to his education, of 
»* ing 67% A is! the 
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 Gowries Conſpiracte. 
the ſame religion: which his maieftic had yer profeffed + and 
namely, his Maieſtie remembred/him of that holy man, mai-' 
ſter Robert Rolocke,whole {choller he was, aſſurin;; bun, that: 
one day the faid maiſter Rgberrsfoule would accuſe hm , that 


he had neuer learned of him topraQtiſe ſuch vnn-.;turall cruelty, 
His maieſtie promiſing to him, on the word of aprince,that if 


| hee would ſpare hislife, and fiffer him to goe out againe, hee 


would ncuer reueale to any fl:th lung, what was berwixt 
them at that time, nor neuer ſuffer him to incurre any harme or 
puniſhment for the fame. .. oh 


_-  Buthis maicthiesfeare was, that hee could hopefor no ſpa- 


ring at his hands: hauing ſuch cruelty in his lookes, and itand- 
ing fo irreuerently concred with his hat on, which forme of 
rigorous behauiour,could prognoſticate nothing to his Maie- 
ſty, :bvt preſentextremity . But at his Maieſties perſwaſtve 
language, he appecred to be ſomewhat amazed, and vncoue- 
ring his head againe, ſworeand proteſted that his maicſtes 
life ſhould befafe, if he would behaue himſelfe quietly, without 
making noyle or crying : and that he would onely bring in the 
earlc his brother, toſpeake with his maicſtie : wherevpon his 
Maicſty.cnquiring what the carle would doe with him, fince 
( if-hts maicſties fe were ſafe according to ' promiſe ) th:y 
could gayne little in keeping fuch a priſoner. His anſwer only 
was, that he could tell his maieſtie no more , but chit his life 
fhould: befafe, in cafe he behaued hymſcIfe quietly, the reſt, 
the Earle his brother, whome he was going for, would tet 


| his majeſtic at his comming. With that, as he was going; 


| O 
foorth for his brother , ashe affirmed, heturned him about 


tothe other man, faying theſe. words vnto him, I make you 
here the Kings keeper, till I come; backe againe, and ſee that 
you keepe him, vpon your owne perill : and therewithall ſaid 
to hismaicftie, you muſt content your ſelfe to: hauc this man 
now your keeper,vntillmy comming backe. h 

. Withtheſe words he paſleth forth, locking the doore af- 


ecr 
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ter: hindRaving his maicſtie-withi that man he found: there 
betore him. Otwhome his maieſticthen enquiredt he were 
appoynted to be the murtherer ofhim at that timz, and howe 
farrc he was vpon the counſell of that conſpiracie, whoſe an- 
{wer with a trembling and aſtoniſhed voyce and behauior, 
was, that as the Lord ſhould iudge him, he was never made 
acquainted with thatpurpoſe, but chat hee was put in: there 
pciforce,and the doore lockt ypon him, alittle ſpace before his 
maic{ties comming : as indeede all che time of the faide ma- 
 RNer Alexanders menacing his maieſtic, hee was euer trem- 
bling, requeſting him, for Gods ſake, and with many other 
atteltations, not to meddle with his maieſty, nor to do him 
any. harme. ;Bue becauſe M. Alexander had before his going 
forth, madethe King fweare he ſhould not cry, nor open-any 
window, his waieſty. commanded the ſaid feilow to open the 
window on hisright/hand, which he: readily did :i'fo that al- 
though he wasput'in/there to' vie violence:'on the King, yet 
Godſoturnd his heart, as he became aſlaue to his priſoner. ' 
While his: maic{tie was in; this dangerous cſtate, and 
none. of his owne ſeruants-nor traine knowing where hee 
was, and' as his Maieſtics traine | was riſing m the. Hall 
from their dinner, the Earle of 'Gowrie being preſent with 
them, one of the Earle of Gorwrees leruants comes haftilyin 
aſſuring the Earle his maiſter , that his Maicſtie was horſed, 
and away through the Inſhe, ' which the-Earle reporting: to 
 thenoblemen, andthe reſt of his Maicſtes traine that was 
-therepreſent, they all ruſhed out together ac the gatein'great 
baſte : and ſome of his Maieſties fetuants enquiring ot-che 
Porter when his Maieſtie. went foorth? The Porter affice 
med, that the King was not yet gone foorth, Wherevpon 
the Earle looked very angerly vpon him, :andſaid; -hce was 
but. a far-;,yet turning hut to. the Duke, and to 'the Earle 


of Marre, ſaid he ſhould preſently get them ſure word where 


his Maicſtiewas , and with that, ranne through the _ 


FL 
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and vpthe ſtares. But his purpoſe in deede, was toſpcake 
with his brother, as appecred very well by the circumitance 
oftime; his brother; hauing at that ſame inſtantleftethe King 
inthelitle Rudy, and ranne downe the ſtaircs in great halte. 
-  Immediatly after the Earle commeth backe, running a- 
gaine to the gate, where the noble menand thereft, were 
ſtanding in amaze, aſſuring them that the King was gone 
long ſince out atthe backegate, and if they haſted them not 
the ſooner,they would not overtake him,and with that, called 
for his horſe, whereat they ruſht all cogether out at the gate, 
and made toward the Inſhe, crying all for their horſes : 'paſ- 
fingall (as it was the prouidence of God ) vnder one of the 
windowes of that ſtudy,wherein his maic{tic was. To whom 
maiſter Alexander very ſpeedily returned, and at his incom» 
ming to his Maieftie, caſting his hands abroadeina deſperate 
-maner, ſaide: hecouldnot mend it, his maieſtiebchooucd to 
die:and with that,offered a garter to binde his maieſties hands, 
with ſwearing,he bchooued to be bound. His maieſtic at that 
word of binding, ſaide, hee was borne a free King, and ſhould 
dica free King. Whereuppon he griping his maicſtie by the 
wreſt of the hand, to haue bound him , his maieſtie relicued 
himſelfe ſodainely of his gripes : whereupon, as he put his 
right hand to his {word, his Maicſtic with his righthand fea» 
zed ypon both kis hand and his ſword, and with his left hand, 
 claſped him by the throate, like as he with his left hand claſpt 
the King by thethroat , with two or three of his fingers in his 
Maieſties mouth,to haue ſtayed him from crying, In this ma- 
ner of wreſtling his Maieſtic perforce drew htm to the wine 
dowe, which he had cauſed the other man before to open vnto 
him,and vnder the which was paſling by, at the ſame time;the 
Kings traine, and the Earle of Gewrie with them, asis ſaide, and 
holding out the right fide of his head and right elbowe, cried, 

. "thatthey were murthering him therein thattreaſonableforme: 

- - Whole voicebcing inſtantly heard and dat by the Duke 
5 n of 


Gowries.Conſpiracie. 
of Lennox , the Earle of Marre, and the reſt of his Maicſties 
 traine there 2 the ſaide. Earle of Gowrie ever asking what it 
meant? And neuer ſeeming any wayes to haue ſeenc his Ma- 
ieſtie, orheard his voyce, theyall cuſhedin at thegate togither, 
theDuke andthe Earle of Zarre running about to come by 
that paſſage his Maicſtic came in at. But the Earle of Gowrie 
and his feruants made them for another way vp a quiet Turne- 
Parke, which was cuer condemned before, and was onely then 
cft open, (as appeared) forthatpurpoſe. i; 


Fo 


Andin this meane time, his Mateſlie ; with ſrugling nd 
= - 


wrafUing with the ſaide maiſter Alexander, had broughthi 
perforce out of that ſtudy, the doore whereof, for baſte,he had 


left open at his laſtin-comming, and his maieſtic having got-. 


ten,(with long ſtrugiing)the ſaide maiſter Alexanders head vn» 
der his arme,and himlclfe on his knees, his Maieſtie droue him 
backe perforcehardto the doore of the ſame turnepike, and as 
his Maieſtic wasthrowiog his ſword out of his hand, thinking 
to.haue ſtricken him therewich, and then to have ſhothim '&- 


uer the ſtaire , the other fellow fianding behinde the Kings. 


backe, and doing nothing but trembling all the time. Sir / 

Rawſay,notknowing what way firſt wo enter, after hee had 
heardthe Kings cnie, by chance findesthat Turne-pecke dore 
open, and following it vp to the head, cntersin inco the cham- 
er,and findes his Maicſtic and maitier Alexander ſtrugling in 
thatforme, as is before faid : and after hee had twiſt or thriſe 
Ntticken maiſter e Alexander with his dagger , the 'orher man 
-withdrew himſclfe, his maieſtic {ll keeping hs gripes, and 
holding him cloſe to him: immediatly thereafter he tooke the 
ſaid maiſter Alexander by the ſhoulders, and ſhot him downe 
theftaire:who was no ſooner ſhot out atthe doore,buthewas 


metby Sir Theme; &+dhe, and Sir Hew Hereir, who there voi- 
onthe ſtaireended him: the ſaid Sir 7homas Eridane beim calt - 
-behinde the Duke andthe Earle of Afarre that ranne [ada 


-” 


theathetway,by occalion of his medling with the faide lare - 
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Earle inthe ſtreete, after the hearing of his Maieſties cnie. For 
vpoathe hearing thereof, hee had claſped the Earle of Gowrie 
by the gorger, and caſting him vnder his feete, andwantinga. 
daggerto haueſtricken him with, the ſaid Earles men rid the. 
Eatletheir miiſter out of his hands : whereby he wascaſt be- 
hind= the reſt, as is ſaid : and miſſing the company, and hear. 
ing the faideSir John R amazes voyce vponthe Turne-pecke 
head, ranne vp to thefaid Chamber, and cried vpon the faide 
Sir Hew Heres, and another ſeruaunt to follow him : where, 
mecting with theſaid maiſter Alexander in the Turne-pecke, 


heended him there,as 1s ſaid : the ſaid maiſter Alexander cry. 
ing for his laſt words, Alas I had not the weight of it. But ne 


| ſooner could the faide Sir Thomas, Sir Hew , and another ſer- 


uant winne into the Chamber where his Maieſtie was, but that 
the ſaid Earle of Gowrie, before they could get the doore thut, 
followed them in atthe backe,hauing caſt him direly to come 


_ vpthatpriuie paſſage, as is before ſaid : who athis firſt entrie, 


hauinga drawne ſwordineuery hand, & a fteele bonet on his 
head, accompanied with ſeauen of his ſervants; cuery one of 
them hauinginlike maner a drawne ſword , cried out with a 
oreat oath, thatrhey ſhould all die as traitors, All the which 
time his maieſtie was ſtill in the chamber, who ſeeingthe Eatle 
of Gowry come in with his ſwords in his hands, fought for ma- 
ſter Alexanders {worde which had falne fromhim at his out» 
ſhutting at the doore, hauing no ſort of weapons of his owne, - 
as isfaide : but then was ſhut backe by lus owne ſeruants that 
were there, intothe litcleſtudie, and the doore ſhut vpon him: 
who hauing put his maieſtiein ſafety , re-encountred theſaide 
Earle and hisſeruants, his maieſtics ſeruants being onely in 
number foure;to wit, Sir H uoh Herets,Sir Tohn Ramſay, and one 


 Wiffon,aſeruant of /ames Erikins,a brother ofthe ſaid Sir Tho- 
--. #45, the ſaid Eatle hauing ſeaucn of his owne feruaunts with 
: | him + Yetitpleaſed God, after many ſtrokes on all hands, to. 

- 'Sipc his maic{hes ſcruantsthe victorie,the ſaidg Earle'of Gowry 
TIE i 1f C 2 | being 
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being ſtricken dead with a ſtroke through che heart, whichthe. 
ſaid'Sir ob. Ramſay gaue him, without once crying vpon God, 
and the reff of his feruants dung over the ſtaires with many 
hurts, asin like manerthe ſaid Sir Thomas Erskin, Sir Hugh He- 
Fer, and Sir /ohn Ramſay, were all three very ſore hurte-and 
wounded, | 
But all thetitne of this fight, the Duke of Lewnox, the Farle 

of Mar, and therelt of his Maieſties trame, were ſtriking with 

_ great hammers at the viter doore, wh:rby his Maieſtie paſſed 
vp tothe chambcr with the ſaid maiſter Alexander, which alſo 
he.hadlockt in his by- comming with his maieſtie to the cham< 
ber : but by reaſon of the ſtrength ob the ſaide double doore, 
the whole wall being likewiſe of boords,and yeclding withthe: | 

| irokes:iedid bide themthe ſpace of halfe an houreand more; 
beforethey could get it broken and haue entreſfe: who having; 
met with his Maieſtie, found (beyond their expeQation) his. 
Miieſtie delivered from fo imminent a perill, andthe ſayde- 
lateFarle theprincipall conſpirator lying dead athisMaieſtic's 
feere'. Tinniediatly thereafter his Maicſitc kneeling downe on 
his kriees, in the midſt ofhis owneſeruants, and they all kneel-: 


4 perill, for the perfiting of ſome: greater worke behinde,to his- ; 
elory, arid for procuring, by him,theweale of his people, that 
Godhad'committed to his charge. After this the tumult of the 
Towne hearing of the ſlaughter of the faide carle of Gowrie 
their Prouoſt; andnot knowing the manner thereof, nor beig 
on the'counſel of his treaſonable attempt, continued for the 
ſpace of two orthree houres therafter, vntill his maieſtie by oft. 
ſpeaking one to them at the windowes, and beckoning to. 
them with his owne hand, pacifying them,cauſing the Bulifes: 
and thereſt ofthe honeftmen of the towne to be brou 6htinto. 
thechamber, to-whom hauing declared the whole Gree 
_ = - , that 
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that ſtrange accident, hee committed the houſe:and bodiesof 
the ſaide traytors brethren, .to their keeping, vntill his Maie-. 
tics further pleaſure were knowne. Hi: maieſtie having be- 
fore his parting out of that Towne, cauſed to ſearchthe ſide 
Earle of Gowr:es pockets, in caſc any letters that might further, 
the diſcouery of that conipiracie might be found therein, But 
nething was found in them, but alittle cloſe parchment bayge, 
full of magic:ll charaRers, and words ofinchantmemt, where. 
in it ſeemed that he had put his confidence, thinking himſclfe 
neuer ſafe without them, and therefore ever caricd them about 
with him: beiog alſo obſerued,that while they were vpon im, 
his wound whereof he dyed, bled not, but incontinent after 


the taking of them away,the blood guſhed out in great aboun- 


het . . O - . 
dance, to the great adiniration of the beholders. An infamie 


which hath followed and ſpotted the race of this houſe, for 
many difcents, as is notoriouſly knowne to the whole coun- 
trie. Thus the night was far ſpent, being neare eight houres at 
evening before his Maieſtie could (for the great tumult that 
was inthe towne ) depart out of the ſame, But before his Ma- 
ieſhe had ridden foure miles out of the fame towards Falk/ard, 
though the night was very darke and rainy : the whole way 
was clad with all ſort of people, both horſe and foote, meeting 
him with great ioy and acclamation. The frequencie and 
concourſe of perſons of all degrees to Fa/kiand the reſt of tne 
weeke, and to Edenburgh the next, from all the QuArEErs of 
the countrie, the teſtimony of the ſubieRs harty afteCtion and. 
ioy for his Maieſties delivery, expreſſed cuery where,by ring- 
ing of bells, bonefiers, ſhooting off gunnes of all ſortes, both 
by ſea and land, &c. with all other things enſuing thereuppon, 
T haue of ſette purpole pretermited,as wel knowne to all men, 
and impertinent to this diſcourſe : contenting my ſclfe with 
this plaine and fimplenarration : adding oncly for explana- 
tion and confirmation thereof, the depoſitions of certaine per- 


ons, who were gather tors, and eyc-witneſles, orimmediate 
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hcatersof choſe thinvsthat they declareand teſtifie : where- 
inifthe Reader ſhall finde any thing differing from this nar- 
ration;ecither inſubſtanceor circumſtance, he may vnderſtand 
| thelame tobe vitered by the deponer in his owne behoofe, 
for obtaining of his Maicſhes Princely sraceand favour. 


Apud Falkland. 9, Auguſt.1600. 

In preſence of the Lord Chancellor, Lord Treaſarer, Lord Secre- 
tary, Lord Comprrolter, Lord Admocate, the Lora incheſfray, 
and Sir George Home of Spot, Knights. iy 


| "a Wein of Bogy, of the age of 26, yeere or thereby, 

ſworne and examined vppon the forme and maner of beha- 
uiourof late /ohn Earle of Gowrie, the time of his being with 
him at $rrabren, orif he had htard the faid carle make any mo» | 
tion of the treaſon mtegded againft his royall Maieftie, de- ;. 
pones, that he gcither heard, nor ſaw , any appearanceofany |} 
ſuch intention in the ſaidearle. Here 

Demanded, if he was in any purpoſe with the ſaid earle , a- 

_ gainſtany matters of curiofitie : depones, that at their being in 
Strabran, {ome of their company found an edder,which bein 
killed, and knowledge thereof comming to the earle, theearle 
faid tothis deponer, Bogy, if the edder had not beene ſlaine, ye. 
{ſhould haue ſcene a good {porte : for I ſhould have cauſed her 
ſtand ſl, and ſhe ſhould not haue preſſed away, by pronoun- 
cing of an Hebrew word, which in Scottiſh is called Hohneſſe, 
but the Hebrew word the deponer remembers not of : and 
that the earle ſaid, he had put the ſame in praftiſe oft before. 
And this deponerenquiring of the earle, where he got the He- 

; brew wood the Earle aunſwered, in a Cabbaliſt of the: 
Tewes, and thatit was by Tradition : and the deponer inqui- 
ring what a Cabbaliſt meaned:the earle anſwered, it was ſome 
words which the ewes had by Tradition, which words were 

my ſpoken 
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Token by God to 


Gowries Canſpiracte, 
e-Ldam in Paradiſe ,. and therefore were of 
greater effecacie and force than any woordes which were 
excogitate ſince by Prophets and Apoſtles, The deponerin- 
quiring if there were no more requiſite, but the word. The 
earle anſwered, that a firme faith in God was rc quiſite and ne- 
ceſlary:and that this was no matter of marueli amoneſt ſchol- 
lers, but that all theſe things were naturall. And that the carle 
thewed to this deponer, Pat he had ſpoken with aman in 7ra- 


fie, andfirſt hearing, by report, that he wasa Nigromancer, 


and thereafter being informed that he was a very learned man, 
and a deepe I heologue, he entredin further dealing with him 
againſt the curiofitie of nature. 
Depones further, that the aide earle reported to him, 
that hee beeingat muſicke, hee fellin company with an other 
man, whoſtaring m theearles face, ſpake to the reſt of the 
company things of him, which hee could ncuer attaine vnto, 
nor be worthy of:and therfore that the Earle reproached him, 
and deſired him to forbeare theſe ſpeaches. And that hee met 
againe with the ſaide-man ina like company,who did beginne 
with the ſame language which he had ſpoken before: and that 
the earle (aide to him, my friend, in caſe ve will not hold your 
peacefrom ſpeaking hes ofmee, I will make you hold your 
peace by ſpeaking truth of you, and ſaid voto him, within ſuch 
a ſpacehe ſhould be hanged for ſuch a crime : and ſo it came to 
paſſe. This Deponerenquiriogof the earle, who tolde him 


that, he anſwered merily, that he ſpike it by gueſle, and it fell 


out ſo. And that the earle ſaid further, thatit was nothing tg 

make an hearbefleſh which would diſſolue in flies : and that 

likewiſe it was poſtible that the ſced of man and £926 he 
the 


be brought topearfeRtion otherwiſe than by the matrix o 


woman : and that this Deponer counſelled the earle to beware 
with whom he did communicate ſuch (peeches : who anſwe- 


© 'redthathe would ſpeake them to none, buttg great ſchollers, 


and thathe would not haue ſpoken them to this Deponer ;& 
” "I 


'hehad notknownehimn to beafavourerofhim,and a friend of 


His houſe , 'and would tot revealethe ſame agine, ſeeing hee 


| knewthey would beeuill interpreted amonglt the 'common 
| forte. | Su ſubſcribuur. 1. Weimys of Bogie. 


| | FO» Apnd Falkland.20, Auguſt 1600, 

it  —- #npreſence of the Lordes ((hancellour, 
= 7 - Treaſurer, Adaocate:Sir George Home of  \ | 
; Spot, Sir Robert Melvill, and Sir James | 

M<luill Knights. "ITE 

-« Aiſter Witiam Rinde, ſworne and examined; and 
demanded;where he firſt did ſee the CharaQers 
which were found vpon my Lord:depones, that 
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ordanfwered, that by chance hee had copied them 
himfelfe:and thatthe Deponer knowes that the Charaters |? 
11 Latine are my Lords owne hand-writing , but hee knowes * 
not ifthe Hebrew CharaRers were written by my.Lord. De= RF 


ze ” 
©, Me. 
# wr. — 87 


'- ponesfurther , that when my Lord would changehis clothes, 
the Deponer would take the charaQers out of my Lords poce 
ket, and would fay to my Lord, Wherefore ſerues theſe? And 

43 my Lord would anſwere,can yenotlet them be? They doyou 

18 'noeuill. : And further, the Deponer declares, that ſometimes 


Be ry my Lord would forgetthem, vntill he were out of his Cham- 
=, "ber, and would turne backe, as he were inan anger, vatill hee 


had found them, and put them in hisowne pocket : Depones 
further , that hee was ſundry times purpoſed to haue burned 
_ the CharaQters, wereit not that hee feared my Lords wrath 
andanger: ſccing whenthe Deponer would purpoſely mow 
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ay Lords aphner madeto him, concerning the Kings comp- 


Ty, FX . 
W— o FY Rog "_ 


Gowries Couſpiracis. | Ws. RK 
them ſometimes outof my Lords pocket, my Lord would be 
in ſuch attanger with the deponer, that for a certaine ſpace hee 
would not ſpcake wich him,nor could not find his good, couns., 


tenance, And that(to chis deponers opunon) my Lord, would 


neuerbecontentto want thecharafters of himlelfe from the 
firſt time thatthe deponer ſaw them in Padwa, tothe houre of 


_my Lord, death. 


Being demanded for what cauſe my Lord kept the Chara- 


vo 
Q 


- Reers.ſo well, depones, that to his opinion, it was for na good, 


becauſe he head, that i thoſe parts where my Lord was,they 
would give ſundry folkes brecues. 
,”-: Depones further, that Maiſter Parricke Galloway lette 


4 


' this Deponer ſeethe CharaRters, ſincethat hee came to this - 


Towne of Fatkland, and that hee knowes them tobe the very 
fame charaQters which my Lord had. Depones alſo, that on 
monday the fourth of Auguſt, the Maiſter, «Ledrew Hender- 
on, and the deponer remained in my Lords chamber til about 
ten houres at.euen, and after a long conference betwixt the 
Lordand the maiſter, my Lord called for «#drew Hender/on, 


s " % 


and after ſome ſpecches with him, diſmiſſed them, | 
 Deniesthatheekneweofthe maiſters or Andrew Hender-. 
ſons riding to Falkeland, and after Andrewes returne from 
Falk&nd, vpon the morrow, howbeit he didſee him booted, 
yet he knew not thathewas come from Fakiand, 
Depones that my Lord being at dinner when.the. Maiſter 


_ cameinthe deponer heard my Lordſay to the Maiſter; is the 


King inthe Inſhe? And with that hedid riſe, and faid, let vs 
gr. Bu tthedeponer knowes not what the Maiſter faidto 

\ SEO if he did ſceany kind of axmour or weas 
Dons, except ſwords, inthe Kings companic, depones that 

xe did ſeenone. 


» 4 


- Itheing demaunded howthe deponer was fatisfied with 


V 


wing 


he 


WE | Gowries Conſhiracie. F 
ming to fint Tobuſtown, ſaying that hee knewe not how hee 
came: declares that ke thought that my Lord had diſſembled 
with him, and thathc behooued to have knowneit, ſeeing his 
brother was coine with his Maieftic before that hee deman« 
ded ofhim, and that hee had conferred with wy Lord privily, 
 _ Depones, thathe knew not that the maiſter was ridden to 

Falkland, . vntil after his Maieſties comming to faint /ohne 
| flonn, that Audrew Rutbwen told him), becauſe the deponer 

inquired of e4»drew Rathwen, where the maſter and hee had 

bin, and that Andrew anſwered, they had beenin Falkland: 
andthat the miſter hauing ſpoken withthe King, his maieſty 
came forward with them, and that this conference betwixt 
the deponer and'eLeaarew Ruthwen was in the yeard when 
my Lord was there. And e-Hudrew Rythwenſhewed to the 
deponer, that eLadrew Henderſoxn was directed by the ma- 
Ker, toſhew myT.ord, thathis Maieſtic was comming, 

'Depones alſo, that inhis opinion, the maiſter could not 
have drawne the King to my Lords houſe, withour my 
Lordes knowledge : and that when hee heard the tumultr, 
heewas reſolved m his heart the maifterhad done his mate- 
Mie wrong, and that no true Chriſtian canthinke otherwile, 
| Hutthatic wasan high treaſon, attempted againſt his high- 

neffe by the maſter and the Lord. 


Depones alſo, that to his opinion, the kings whole compa- 
by was within a dozen of men. : 
ONT FO Sic ſubſeribitur, 1. W Rind, 


# > 


22; Auguſt. I' 600, 


heelicardthe Farle of Gowrie viter his opinion, anent the 
duetic ofa'iwiſe man, inthe execution of an high entetpriſe : 


declares, . that being out of the conntry , he had diucrſe times 
heard hith reaſon'in that matter, and that hee was euer of 


—— n 


Maiſter Jiliam Rind ſworne and re-examined, if eucr 


aaa, : ial bans bf 


Gowrics Conſptrarie. 
dedthlie execution ofan high/and dangerous purpoſe, commus = 

' nicate the ſame to-any but to himſelte, becauſe keepingit to 
himſelfe, it could not be diſcoucred nor diſappointed : which 
the deponer declared before vnrequired to the Contoller,and 
Maiſter #/uliam Cowper miniſter, at Perth : and hearing the 
depoſitions of Andrew Henderſon read, and being enquired 
vpon his conſcience, what hee thought of the fat that was 
commited againſt his Maieſtie, declares, that vpon his ſal- 
uation, that hee belecues e-Lrdrew Henderſon has declared 
the circumſtances truly. os 

| Sic ſubſcribiur. MW. Rynd. 


efpud Falkland. 20, Angſt. 1600, | 
Fn preſence of the Lordes Chancellour, 
Treaſurer, Aduocate, Controller,and fir 


George Home of Spot, fir Iames Mel- 
uill, Knights. 


wr  Narew Henderſounſworne and examined, and demaun- 
1 ded, what purpoſe was berwixt him and the erle of Gow- 
' rie, vyppon monday at night the fourth of this inſtant in the 
ſaide Earles chamber:depones, that the Earle inquired of him 
what he would be doing vponthe morne, and hee anſwered, 
that hee was to ride to Ruthwes: : the earle faide to him, you 
muſt ride to Fa/klazd with Maiſter e-/exander my Brother, 
and when hee dires you backe, (ee that yee returne wikhall 
_ diligence, if he ſend a letter orany other aducrtiſfement with 
__ you. "x we | 
Depones,that the maiſter direed him toſend far Anavew 
Rathwen to be inreadineſle, to ride with them the morrow at 
_ foure houres inthe morning. 

Declares, that they comming to Falke/and about ſeauen 

q: n 2 houres 
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doing, and the d 
comming forth;he paſſed backe,and tojd the waſter, whoim- 
mediately addrefled himfelfe to his Highnefle, and fpake 
'with his Mkveftie a good ſpace beneath the Equirie : and after 
| his Maneftie was on horſe: backe, the Maiſter commeth to 
the Deponer , and commaunds him to fetch their horſes and 
Þadehum haſte him, -as hee loved my Lords Honour and his, 
and advertiſe my Lord, that his Maieſtie and hee would be 
thereincontinent, and that his Maieſtie would be quiet 2 and 
the Deponer inquiring of the maiſter if he ſhould goe preſene- 
ly, he did bid him leape on and follow him, andnot to goe a- 
way vntill he fpake withthe King:and the maiſter hauing ſpo- 
ken with the king, at a breach ofthe Park wall,he turned back 
and badethe Deponer ride away, andthe Deponer making 
his reeurnein all pofſible haſte to Saint /vb»foan, he found my 
Lord in his Chamber, about tenne houres, who left the com-. 
pany hee was ſpeaking with, and came to the Deponer, and 
asked, hath my brother ſent a letter with you? The deponer 
anſwered, no : but they will be all here incontinent, and bade 
thedeponerdefire my Lord, to cauſe prepare the dinner. Ime- 
diatly therafter, my Lord took the deponer to the cabinct, and 
asked at him, how his maieſhie took with the maiſter his bro. 
ther? Thedeponcr anſwered ,very wel, andthat his Maieftie 
laide his hand over che maiſtasſhoulder. Therafrer my Lord 
enquiredifthere were many at the hunting with the King?the 
deponeranſwered, that he tooke no heed, but they who were 
accuſtomed to ride with his maieſtie , and ſome Epghthmey 
were there : and that my Lorde enquired what ſpeciall men 
"were with his Maieſtie, and chat the deponer anſwered;he did 
 Kenone burmy Lord Duke. And within an houre thereafter, 
when the deponer came in from his owne houſe, the Erle bade 
tumputon his ſecret and planc-ſleenrs, for he had an hie-land 
CALF | | man 
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- twelue houres,when the Deponer was Toing-outto his owne 


houſe to dinner;the Steward came to.hun and told him, that 


George (/ragingett was not well, and was laine downe;, defired 
himto tarry and takevp my Lords dinner :-and abouthalfe an 
houre aftertwelue, my Lord commaunded himto take vp the 
firſt ſeruice. And when the deponer was commandedto take 
vp the ſecond ſeruice, the maiſter and Yilkiaws Blare came into 
the hailto my Lord. WHEELS SIR 
'Thedeponer remembreth himſclfe , that efudrew Ruth- 
wen came before the maiſter a certaine ſpace, and ſpake with 
my Lordquietly at the Table, but heard not the particular 
purpoſe that was amengſt them. And ſo ſoone as the maifter 
cameto the Hall, my Lord;and the whole company roſefrom 
the Table: and the deponer hearing thenoyſe of their forth- 
going, ſuppoſed they were going to make breakes for CWa- 
coniany ' : and the Deponer ſent his boye fer his gauntler 
_ andſteelc-bonnet:: and ſeeing my Lordepaſle tothe Inſhe, 
and notto the ſhoe gate, the Deponer did caſt the gauntlet in 
the Pantty, and caufed his: boy to take his ſtecle- bonnet to 
his owne houſe: and he followed my Lord to the Inſhe, and 
returning backe with his -maieſtie to: the lodging, becing 
direCted to get drinke. And the maifter came tothe deponer, 
and did bidde him cauſe maiſter Fi/hkem Rinde to ſend him 
vp thekey of the Galery chamber, whopaſltyp and delivered 
the keyto the maifter + and/ imediately my Lore followed vp, 
and did {peake with the maiſter, and came downe agaive, and 
direQted maiſter Thomas Cranflone to the deponer , to cometo 
bis Lordſhip in his Maiefties Chamber. And thatmy Lord 
- wirefted him to goe'vp to the Gallery to his brother : and im- 
mediately my Lord followed vp , and commaunded the de- 
ponerto-bide there with his brother,and to doe any thing that 
he bade him : The deponer enquired at the maiſter wht 
tiaue yeto do fir? The maiſter a + muſt goein þ<cr G 


wy 


» at 
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CE Co Gowrits Conſpiracie. | No 
anditatryvmul | come backe;forT will-take the-keywith mee. 
So:he:locked the deponer in the roupd within the chamber, 
 andtooke the key withhim. Shortly thereafter , the mailter 
returned, andthe Kings Maieſtic with him to the ſaid cabinec 
in theround 2 and the maiſter opening the doore , centred 
__ withthe King intothe ſaidround {; andat his very centric coue> 
, - ringhis head, pulled out the deponers dagger, and held the 
Gameto his Mateſtics breaft, ſaying : Remember yeof my fa- 
thers murther? Yee (hall now die for it.: and minting to his 
Highneſſc heart withche dagger, the deponer threw the ſaine 
out of the maiſters hand : and ſwore, that as God (hall udge 

c 


LY =, his foule, ifthemaiſterbadretained the dagger in hishanet 


mu that aman may goeſixe ſteppes, he would haue ſtiicken 
the-King to the hilts withit : but wanting the dagger, and the 
Kings Maieſtie giving him a gentle anſwere, hee {aide to the 
Kings Maicſtic with abhominable oathes, that if hce would 
keepe filence,nothing ſhould aile him, if hee would make ſuch 
romiſe to.his brother, as they would crave ofhim : and the 
Kings Maieſtic inquiring what promiſe they would crave : he 
anſwered that he would bring his brother. So he gocs forth, 
and lockes the dooreofthe round vpon his maielkic and the 
deponer : hauing firſt taken oath of the King that he ſhould 
not crie, nor openthe windowe. e | 
And his Maieſtie inquiring of the deponer what he was: 
Heanſwered, a ſcruant of my Lords. And his Maieſtic af- 
king ofthe deponer, ifmy Lord would-doc any cuill to him? 
[The deponer anſwered, as God ſhalliudge wy foule , Iſhall 
dicfirſt. Andche deponer preſſing to haue opened the win- 
dow, themaiſter entred,and faid : Sir, there is noremedy, Y 
God you muſt die : and hauingalooſe garter in his hand, prel- - 
ſed to hauc bound his Maieſties hands, andthe deponer pul- 
Ted the garter out of maiſter Alexander his hand. Andthen 
Ke maiſter did put one ofhis hands in his Maicſties mouth, to 
bats ſtaycdhim oſpeake, aydheld his ather arme —y his 
[bs IL Ep Igyte 
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EE ; Gowries Conſpiracie. Boa Fob, 
Highncſle necke 2 and that this deponer pulled the maifters 
hand from his Highncſſe mouth,and openedthe window:and” 
then his Maieſtic cried out thereat, whereupon his Highneſle- 
_ ſeruant cameinat wi; 9th and this deponer did runne and 0- 
pen the doore ofthe Turnepecke head, whereat /ohn Ramſay 
entred : the deponer ſtoodin the chamber till he ſaw /:Ram/ay 
me the maiſter a ſtroke: andthereafter priuily conneyed him= 
[fe downe the Turnepecke to his owne houſe : and the de- 


poners wife en wiring of him, what the fray meaned? The de- 


twice ticked, had not he relieved him. 
Sic ſubſeribitur eAntrew Henderſonn 
with my hand. © 


Further, the ſaid Andrew Hender/own Depones , that after 
his returning frem Faiklandon the fift of this inftant, maiſter 
Tohn Montcriefenquinng of him where he had beene? Hean- 
fxcred, that he had becne beyond the bridge of Erne,and ſaies 
that he gaue that anſwere to maiſter 7b, becauſe my Lord 
commanded him to lct no man know that hee was to ride to 
Falkland : and that my Lords direQionto him, was, to come 
backe with his brother maiſter elexanders anſwere, and to 
leaue Andrew Ruthwento awaite vpon the maiſter. 


Sic ſubſcribuur eAndrew Hender/oun 
with my hand, 


| Further, the faide eLndrew Henderſon depones, that when 

hee had taken the maiſters hand out of the Kings maieſtics 

- mouth, and was opening the window, Maiſter e/exander 

rn, wilt thou not helpe? Woe betide thee , thou wilt 
veal die” | 


& 4. * "Ste ſubſeribitur Andrew Hender ſown 
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poncr anſwered, that the Kings Maieſtie would have bcene 
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